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Over a Century of Service 

1555 Grant Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203-1898 

gk.kofc.539@gmail.com 

 

Knights of Columbus Denver 
Council 539 

All meetings are held at the  
Council Hall at 1555 Grant Street, 

Denver 
Rosary - 7:15 pm 

Business meeting - 7:30 pm 
 

Upcoming business meetings 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 
Tuesday, June 5,  2018 

 

Please visit our council website 
at kofc539denver.org 

 
 
 

We are on  

Calendar of Events: 
 
April 
 3   Business Meeting at 7:15pm 

8   Family Rosary at Holy Ghost following 12pm Mass 
14   Liquor sales training to help us fund raise at sporting events at 

   10am at the Hall 
15 Council Fundraiser at Hall. Council will sell food at Young Adult 

Cathedral Catholics Happy Hour 
24 Officer’s Meeting at 6:30pm 

 26-29   Annucal KofC State Convention at Hyatt Regency in DTC 
 
May 
 1   Business Meeting at 7:15pm 
 22   Officer’s Meeting at 6:30pm 
 
For more information: https://www.kofc539denver.org/ or http://www.coloradokofc.org or http://www.kofc.org 
 

http://kofc539denver.org/
https://www.kofc539denver.org/
http://www.coloradokofc.org
http://www.kofc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsOfColumbus539/


 

 

Chaplain’s Message 
 

Easter 2018 
 

In this season that calls us to enter into our Savior’s Passion, Death, and Resur-
rection, we are called to contemplate deeply the plan of Salvation God designed 
at the dawn of time.  We are reminded of the Passover of the Jews and the free-
dom God won for them…the same freedom God wins for us as we embrace our 
life in Christ who tells Thomas, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 
14:6). 
  
In the United States we are familiar with freedom and the importance of free-
dom, probably more than any other country.  But it is a freedom that does not 
simply mean we can do or say anything we want.  Freedom, as Christ shows us, 
is knowing the good and choosing the good.  For a follower of Christ this neces-
sarily means knowing and following the Will of God, again as Jesus shows us so 
clearly in these days of the Triduum and Easter. 
  
May God bless us this Easter, may He help us to know and choose the good. 
  

Fr. Chris Uhl, OMV 



 

 

A Message from Our Grand Knight 
 
 

I would like to wish all our members a Happy Easter and share the reflection below. It is taken 

from a book called “Lenten and Easter Reflections” written by a priest who goes by the pen 

name “John Paul Thomas”. I enjoyed it and hope will you will too. 

 

Happy Easter! 

 

Alleluia!  He is Risen! Saying those words is like drinking a tall glass of cold water after being out in the 

desert all day.  Lent is over and it is now time to celebrate the great joy of Easter! 

 

At the Easter Vigil, the Exsultet is sung as Mass begins in darkness, illumined only by candles throughout 

the church.  The Exsultet is a beautiful hymn of rejoicing in Christ’s triumph over sin and death.  One part 

states: O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!  O happy fault that 

earned for us so great, so glorious a Redeemer! This line stands out because it calls the sin of Adam 

“necessary” and refers to it as “O happy fault.”  At first, this may seem strange.  Why is it that we refer 

to the sin of Adam, Original Sin, as “necessary” and “happy"?  The answer is Easter.  It’s because God, 

in His perfect wisdom and love, took sin and the consequence of sin (death) and used them as the means 

of the salvation of the world.  That’s what Easter is all about!  This may be hard to comprehend so it’s 

worth thinking about more deeply.  

 

Without Adam’s sin, there would be no Jesus.  God would not have had to become one of us.  So even 

though the original sin of Adam, as well as all future sin, is evil and wrong, God in His perfect power 

and love chose to use it as the very means of the salvation of the world.  How?  By allowing the sins of the 

world to persecute Him and crucify Him, and then, by turning that suffering and death into the very 

means of salvation.  Jesus destroyed sin by destroying the consequences of sin which is death.  Death loses 

in the resurrection!  Jesus’ Resurrection takes away the effects of all sin for those who cling to Him. 

 

Easter is a time when we must do just that.  We must “cling” to our resurrected Lord!  We must cling to 

Jesus who is alive and well.  We must cling to His Resurrection and strive to share in it.  How do we cling 

to our Resurrected Lord?  There are many ways.  Here is one.  Take joy in everything.  Start with whatev-

er it is that burdens you the most.  Whatever it is that makes you angry, sad or depressed.  Whatever that 

is, it can potentially become one of your greatest sources of grace and joy.  Seriously, it can.  If the brutal 

Crucifixion of Jesus, the Son of God, can turn out to be the greatest event in all of human history, then 

your personal suffering, your burden, or even your sin can very much become a source of great joy as long 

as you let God transform it into part of His Resurrection! 

 

 



 

 

Grand Knight’s Message (continued) 
 
 
 

This is the meaning of Easter!  Easter means that nothing can keep us from the joy that God wants to give 

us.  Nothing can steal that joy away.  Sure, at times we will struggle just as Jesus did in the Agony of 

the Garden and the Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross), but those sufferings will not win.  The Resur-

rection won with Christ and it will win with us when we cling to Him.  Jesus persevered and, in the end, 

rose victorious.  This is Easter! 

 

Know that God wants you to experience the joy of Easter in your life.  Let Him fill you with hope and 

with the joy that only the Resurrection can bring.  God wants Easter to begin now in our lives!  Happy 

Easter! 

 

Lord, help me to cling to You in Your Resurrection.  Help me to let you transform every cross 

and burden in my life into joy.  Lord, may Your joy fill my life and be my strength in all 

things.  Jesus, I trust in You.” 

 

Marcus Gomez 

Grand Knight 

Knight of the Month - February 2018 - Bill Beach 
 

The Knight of the month for February 2018 is brother 
Bill Beach. Bill currently holds three different leader-
ship positions within our council: Treasurer, Lectur-
er, and Church Service Program Director. He does a 
great job in all three roles and regularly attends all of-
ficer's and business meeting while contributing valuable 
input. He is also a very active parishioner at Holy Ghost 
where he helps out with Mass on Sundays. We also 
wants to acknowledge Bill's role in organiz-
ing and planning our council retreat, the first one we 
have had in a really long time. Our faith is the backbone 
of our organization and Bill had been pushing for a re-
treat for quite some time. We were finally able to put 
one together with his help in coordinating with Fr. 
Chris and Holy Ghost. Thank you for your contin-
ued and consistent contributions to this council.  



 

 

Family of the Month - February 2018 - The Sweeneys 
 

The Sweeneys (Don and Stephen) are the council's 
family of the month for February 2018. 
Don and Stephen hold many different leadership posi-
tions within the Knights of Columbus. Don is our Dep-
uty Grand Knight and Membership Director. Thanks 
to don we are already very close to reaching our new 
member quota for the year and our program area con-
tinues to thrive. Stephen is our Financial Secretary, 
which requires more work than most people realize. 
He is the Faithful Navigator for the 4th degree and he 
is also the President of the Metro Chapter. 
Don and Stephen are both very active at Good Shep-
herd School and Parish where they also both volun-
teer. Besides consistent contributions to the Knights of 
Columbus organization, they were key in helping to 
organize this year's Free Throw Championship at 
Good Shepherd. Their efforts in establishing relation-
ships with the school and parish for this event have 

helped us establish a better relationship with Good Shepherd and establish goodwill towards the fu-
ture. Thank you for all that you do for the Knights.  

Saint of the Month - Saint Patrick 
 

St. Patrick, the Glorious Apostle of Ireland, was born in Britain of a 
Romanized family and lived in the fifth century.  His father, Cal-
purnius, was a Deacon and soldier. St. Patrick was captured and 
enslaved at the age of sixteen, serving six bleak years as a herdsman 
before escaping, being imprisoned again, and returning to his fami-
ly. While imprisoned, he was moved to become a Catholic Priest. 
St. Patrick was a prolific diarist and wrote the Confessio. His writ-
ings were deep, heartfelt manuscripts. 
  
St. Patrick, like many of the saints, was held captive many times 
and was in constant danger of martyrdom. He is often credited with 
bringing Christianity to Ireland. He went throughout Ireland baptiz-
ing and confirming with great zeal. Ireland had a long history of 
paganism and Druidism. St. Patrick was reputed to have been a very 
humble man. One of the legends he was credited with said he drove 
the snakes out of Ireland into the sea. St. Patrick is credited with 
using the shamrock, the national flower of Ireland, to explain the 
Holy Trinity, three persons in one God, showing the three leaves 
with one stock. 

  
Bill Beach, Worthy Lecturer 



 

 

Recent Events 
 

 K of C 539 Free Throw Championship 
 
The council's first free throw contest in many years was held on February 24th at 
Good Shepherd parish. Sixteen Knights of Columbus members showed their sup-
port. Although competitor attendance was quite low, the council was able to send 
one student to the district competitions which was held later that day at Good 
Shepherd parish. The Good Shepherd principal encouraged us to host the compe-
tition again next year and has indicated he will push for widespread advertising 
and active participation by coaches and P.E. teachers. He has even offered to give 
up a P.E. class period in place of the competition to get a better turnout. The 
strong attendance by council members was inspiring and the event went a long 
way toward building a better relationship with the parish.  
 
Dustin Crouse, Worthy Warden 
 
 

 



 

 

Recent Events (continued) 
 
 Saint Patrick Day Festival 

 

Brother Knights, thank you to every-
one who helped make this year's St. 
Patrick's Day Festival a success. 
There was great food, entertainment, 
and fun had by all. We had nearly 
200 attendees and managed to make 
a profit for the council. This profit 
will be used to continue to fund our 
charitable works. We also had a ton 
on Knights step up to volunteer on 
Saturday March 17th. I specifically 
want to thank the St. Patrick's Day 
committee for all their hard work. 
 
Marcus Gomez, Grand Knight 
 
 
 



 

 

Field Agent Report 
 
My name is Joe Soja and I am your Knights of Columbus Field Agent. Please feel free to con-
tact me for any reason. I am here to help you as you feel necessary. You can reach me via email 
atjoe.soja@kofc.org or by phone at 970-703-3801. 
 
As your Knights of Columbus Field Agent, it is my responsibility to inform each member of 
the benefits of being a part of the largest Catholic, Fraternal organization in the world.  Such 
benefits include access to our life insurance products, disability insurance, long term care insur-
ance, and our annuity products.   
 
If I have not met with you yet, please reach out to me to schedule a time for us to get togeth-
er.  Our meeting will be pretty simple as it will be used to get to know you personally and also 
for you to get to know me. We will also discuss some of the benefits you have as a Knight of 
Columbus. 
 
Fraternally, 
Joe Soja 

Upcoming Degrees 
 
As you were admonished after receiving your Admissions Degree (1st Degree), it is your re-
sponsibility to fit yourself for advancement in our Order. We have many opportunities coming 
up. Please read on for details. If you have any questions please contact Stephen Sweeney, he 
will answer questions and help register you for the ceremonies. 303-880-9820 and ste-
phen.sweeney@archden.org. 
  
Formation and Knighthood Degree Exemplifications (2nd and 3rd Degree) 
 
On Saturday April 7, Council 14479 in Conifer is hosting a combined Major Degree Exemplifi-
cation (this is 2nd and 3rd). 
 
On Wednesday May 16, Council 9349 in Littleton is hosting a standalone Formation Degree 
Exemplification (this is the 2nd Degree). 
 
On Wednesday May 30, Council 9349 in Littleton is hosting a standalone Knighthood Degree 
Exemplification (this is the 3rd Degree). 
 
On Thursday June 14, Council 10937 in Highlands Ranch is hosting a standalone Formation 
Degree Exemplification (this is the 2nd Degree). 
 
On Thursday August 16, Council 10937 in Highlands Ranch is hosting a standalone Knight-
hood Degree Exemplification (this is the 3rd Degree). 
  
  
 

tel:(303)%20880-9820
mailto:stephen.sweeney@archden.org
mailto:stephen.sweeney@archden.org


 

 

Fourth Degree Update 
 

Join more than 250,000 of your Brothers to stand for Patriotism, freedom, and 
liberty. Join the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. Since 1902, our As-
sembly has been making a difference in the parishes we serve. Help us honor the 
past and blaze the way into the future. Contact Faithful Navigator Stephen 
Sweeney if you have questions: 303-880-9820 and  
stephen.sweeney@archden.org 

Upcoming Degrees (continued) 
 
Shortly after receiving your Knighthood Degree (3rd Degree), you were told about the final 
step on your journey to full Knighthood in our Order. Whether you have been a 3rd degree 
Knight for a long time or whether you just achieved that step on one of the dates listed above, I 
commend you to participate in a Patriotic Degree Exemplification. We have many opportuni-
ties coming up. Please read on for details. If you have any questions please contact Stephen 
Sweeney, he will answer questions and help register you for the ceremonies. 303-880-9820 
and stephen.sweeney@archden.org. 
  
Patriotic Degree Exemplifications (4th Degree) 
 
On Saturday April 14, Assembly 2617 in Foxfield is hosting a Patriotic Degree Exemplifica-
tion. 
 
On Sunday May 20, Assembly 3029 in Colorado Springs is hosting a Patriotic Degree Exem-
plification. 
 
On Saturday June 30, Assembly 2813 in Littleton is hosting a Patriotic Degree Exemplifica-
tion. 

tel:(303)%20880-9820
mailto:stephen.sweeney@archden.org
tel:(303)%20880-9820
mailto:stephen.sweeney@archden.org


 

 

Council Leadership for Fraternal Year 2017-18 
 

Chaplain Fr. Chris Uhl, OMV  Advocate  Christopher Siebert 
Grand Knight Marcus Gomez   Warden   Dustin Crouse 
Deputy Grand Knight Don Sweeney   Inside Guard  Gil Casarez, Jr. 
Financial Secretary Stephen Sweeney, PGK  Outside Guard  Joe Vitale 
Chancellor Thomas Vyles   Lecturer  Bill Beach 
Treasurer Bill Beach   3 Year Trustee  Edward Mendez, PGK 
Recorder Randy Erickson, PGK  2 Year Trustee  Mel Vega, PGK 
     1 Year Trustee  Sean Espy, PGK 
 
Cathedral Basilica  Jaydee Griffith   Mother of God  Robert Clam 
Good Shepherd Brandon Mixon   Sacred Heart   Andrew Casademunt 
Holy Ghost Robert Clam   St Elizabeth of Hungary Bill Beach 
St Francis de Sales Matt Groves 
 
Head Chef Bryan Lutz   Newsletter Editor Richard Lubthisophon, PGK 

For the Good of the Order 
 

For the Good of the Order, please pray for all those names listed in March's 
Minutes (that were distributed mid March), and those known to be in need by 
your brother Knights, in your daily prayers. 
 
For those Knights and family members of Knights who have recently passed 
away: 
 
Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. A 
hymn, O God, becometh Thee in Zion, and a vow shall be paid to thee in Jerusa-
lem.  

Contact Information for Officers: 
 

Marcus Gomez - gomez228@regis.edu 
Stephen Sweeney - stephen.sweeney@archden.org 303-880-9820 
Randy Erickson - randy@jmcornerstone.com 
Don Sweeney - TKD.1916@GMAIL.COM  
Dustin Crouse - drc7af@virginia.edu 

Consider Hosting Your Event at Our Hall 
 
Please keep in mind that the hall is always available for rental for you, 
your family or your friends. If interested, contact Randy Erickson at 
303-861-2419. 

mailto:drc7af@virginia.edu

